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SPOTLIGHT 
A Parkview High School counselor has been honored by her alma mater for her 
commitment to students. Dr. Judy Days-Dee was recently awarded the Cyrus G. Wiley 
Distinguished Alumni Award at Savannah State University. This award honors 
outstanding alumni who are exemplary examples of the lofty ideals espoused by the 
university and demonstrate extraordinary support and loyalty to Savannah State 
University. It also extols the achievements and contributions such distinguished alumni 
have made nationally, regionally and locally. 
  
South Gwinnett High School recently took part in Global Entrepreneurship 
Week (GEW). GEW is a large-scale campaign in 170 countries with roughly 9 
million participants in 35,000 activities–ranging from small, casual meetups to 
massive events and competitions. Gwinnett GEW’s goal is to impact the lives of youth and give hope to all 
entrepreneurs looking for motivation. This virtual conference supports the Gwinnett community and the DECA 
program at South Gwinnett High School. The following are guest speakers who took part in the event.   

• Marcus Collins, an award-winning marketer and cultural translator. He is a recipient of Advertising Age’s 
40 Under 40 award, Crain’s Business’ 40 Under 40 award, and a recent inductee to the American 
Advertising Federation’s Hall of Achievement.  

• Moziah Bridges, the 15-year-old CEO of Mo’s Bows, a handmade bow tie company out of Memphis, 
Tennessee. The young fashion mogul made rounds on the Steve Harvey show, Oprah magazine, Good 
Morning America, and the Shark Tank.  

• Cheryl Houser, an award-winning film producer for the company, Creative Breed. She co-produced the 
movie “Generation Start Up” and owns a full service production company. Her company is centered around 
empathy and storytelling to craft relatable, emotionally engaging stories.  

• Mikal Brown, a marketing strategist and consultant. Brown is a highly organized and detail-oriented 
entrepreneur with a knack for transforming ideas into profit. Her 15-year professional career and 
experience is attributed to working with Pfizer Inc., Bristol Myers Squibb, and IBM.  

 
Franchesca Thompson, a Business Education teacher at South Gwinnett High School, made a guest appearance 
on the Atlanta Small Business Show recently. Thompson, who is an organizer for Global Entrepreneurship 
Week (GEW) in Gwinnett County, talked about the event. You can see the interview here. 
 
A McClure Health Science High School student volunteered to help her community recently during Gwinnett 
County’s Great Days of Service. Khushi Isani, a senior at McClure Health Science High, led a project that served 
the Duluth community and her school. Isani partnered with Habitat for Humanity, Gwinnett Coalition, The 
Home Depot, and the University of Tennesseee-Atlanta Chapter to help build an outdoor classroom for 
McClure Health Science High. Isani says “My school community has helped me thrive in ways I never knew were 
possible and believed in my ability to lead others. My community has always been there for me and because of this, 
I feel as though it is very important to help others around me thrive and succeed.” Isani was part of a group of more 
than 25 volunteers that built picnic tables for two outdoor classroom, stained tables, pressure washed the school, 
and picked up trash in the area. Pictures can be seen here. 
 
Members of the Buice Center’s Great Days of Service committee worked overtime to gather food and other 
supplies for the Norcross Cooperative Ministry. Pictures can be seen here.  
 
 

 
Clyde Newton (National Alumni President), 
Kim Ballard-Washington (SSU President) and 
Dr. Judy Days-Dee. 

https://www.myasbn.com/small-business/entrepreneurship/global-entrepreneurship-week-is-right-around-the-corner-heres-why-you-should-attend/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14X1PcakknhP8YyqpupJPMyUyHQp_DMDf/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1R1FldA0qt3bDfDKXLI6EPDmMJySZxTb3/view


Exercising your right to vote has been a point of emphasis at the Buice Center this year. Teachers prepared students 
for the General Election as well as the Buice Center’s Mock Election. Prior to the mock election, lessons featured 
mock town hall debates involving questions submitted by students to ensure that each candidate spoke about 
relevant issues. The mock debates were recorded, edited, and shared with teachers allowing students to watch them 
leading up to the school’s mock election. In addition, thanks to a joint effort by staff, students, and their families, 27 
students registered to vote in this year's election. 
 
Under the guidance of their teachers and using cloud based music technology, students at Coleman Middle School 
are tapping into their creative side to make amazing music at home and at school. This month students are focusing 
on form within music and learning about a variety of music genres. Their creative submissions can be heard here 
 
At Osborne Middle School, some students are using their musical talent to help keep spirits high. The 6th, 7th, and 
8th graders recorded songs of inspiration and self-discovery that were played for their peers. The songs can be 
heard here: 6th, 7th and 8th 
 
Although the pandemic has made it challenging to host large robotic competitions, GCPS teachers have found 
creative ways to ensure students can safely experience what they love most about robotics—coding, computer 
science, engaging STEM applications, and having fun with peers. Pictures from events involving students at 
Harbins Elementary School and Baldwin Elementary School can be seen here.  
 
Some Discovery High School students marked Love Lawrenceville Day by networking with local businesses. 
Sponsored by Discovery High, the City of Lawrenceville, Cornerstone Co-working and Impact 46, the day 
began with a meeting between the students and Lawrenceville Mayor David Still during which he discussed the 
development of the city. Following that, students shadowed local business owners before ending the day with a 
mentor meet-up. The event was designed to engage students, invite them to be a part of the development of 
Lawrenceville, and inform them about ways they can learn from industry leaders. 
 
HONORS 
The following are examples of how some Gwinnett County Public Schools honored our nation’s veterans on 
Veteran’s day. 
Peachtree Elementary School planted red poppy seeds to recognize Veterans Day. The school’s registrar, 
Marilyn Whitmer, worked with the Gwinnett County Extension to obtain red poppy seeds from McDaniel 
Farm Park. The seeds were then planted by the school’s flag pole by students. The planting of the seeds is 
connected to 5th Grade social studies which covers World War I. The tradition of using a poppy in remembrance of 
Armistice Day has a Georgia connection through the work of Moina Michael, an American professor and 
humanitarian who came up with the idea of using poppies as a symbol of remembrance for those who served in 
World War I. Michael was born in Good Hope, Georgia. Pictures are available upon request. 

CALENDAR 
On Monday, November 30, and Tuesday, December 1, Berkmar High School 
will host the Be Pro Be Proud Georgia Workforce Workshop, the state’s first 
mobile workforce workshop of its kind. The event will provide students with an 
interactive, hands-on tour of the region’s most in-demand technical careers. 
Berkmar High’s CTE students will interact with simulated stations utilizing the 
latest industry-driven technology, highlighting careers in commercial truck driving, 
health care, plumbing, welding, robotics, as well as an off-board skills challenge. 
Representatives from the Home Depot Foundation, The Marcus Foundation, and 
Arthur M. Blank Family Foundation will visit Berkmar High on December 1, to see the rig and learn more about 
the the school’s construction program. Berkmar High will be the first school in Gwinnett County to host the mobile 
unit. Be Pro Be Proud, an initiative led by the Cherokee Office of Economic Development, is leading the movement 
to bring a new generation of pride, progress, and professionals to Georgia’s skilled workforce.  

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RKifAho7w1_bKa3CW62_b3oLPk5qkbwb/view
https://www.smore.com/40adr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kbX5k6V-S9Y&amp;feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a8Tgyl4ByPQ&amp;feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1gFDLu9QCWY&amp;feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18rAg9QzswVUkvmHBR9aN2lFvnQDNDTLc/view


 
The GCPS Foundation is accepting applications from the Class of 2021 for scholarships administered by the GCPS 
Foundation Fund. Every year the Foundation awards thousands of dollars in scholarships to GCPS seniors. A 
catalog of available scholarships can be found here and other scholarship opportunities can be found here. 
Scholarships range in value from $500 to $2,000 and most are one-time awards. Dec. 7 is the deadline for 
scholarships managed by the Foundation. Scholarship winners will be announced in the spring. 
 
Earlier this month, GCPS launched GCPS Talks Educational Equity, a series of programs on GCPS TV that 
explores the district’s equity efforts and the work done to date by six equity teams reviewing current 
procedures with an eye toward equity. GCPS stakeholders—students, staff, families, and community 
members—are invited to watch the GCPS Talks Educational Equity sessions and give their feedback on 
proposed changes to procedures and equity issues in the district. An online survey will gather feedback 
through Dec. 11. 
 
GCPS has launched Season 2 of the ‘Teaching Gwinnett’ podcast, a district-produced podcast, which features in-
depth and informative interviews. The latest episodes are as follows: 
Episode 1: A fun conversation with Rebecca Carlisle, GCPS’ 2020 Teacher of the Year. Our TOTY discusses 
teaching in pandemic times, the challenges and rewards of teaching, and what fuels her passion for teaching. 
Episode 2: A revealing conversation with GCPS Chief Equity and Compliance Officer Tommy Welch. Dr. 
Welch discusses the importance of equity, the district’s efforts in this area, and his own classroom experiences. 
Episdoe 3: The Gwinnett, Newton and Rockdale County Health Director, and Gwinnett County Public 
Schools’ Associate Superintendent of School Improvement and Operations talk COVID-19 and schools.  
Find the podcast on Anchor, Spotify, Google Play Music, Google Podcasts, Castbox, Overcast, Pocket Casts, 
iTunes, the Apple Podcast app, and the district website.  
Subscribe today! 
 
GCPS families have a new tool that makes it even easier to access their student’s information on the Parent Portal. 
New this fall, GCPS parents can use their smartphones to access ParentVUE to find their student’s schedule, 
grades, assignments, and more! The ParentVUE mobile app is available in Google Play for Android devices and the 
App Store for Apple (iOS) devices. If you don’t have a Parent Portal account yet, now’s the time to get one. Learn 
more and register for an account online. 
 

--##-- 

https://gcps-foundation.org/
https://gcps-foundation.org/
https://gcps-foundation.org/
https://gcps-foundation.org/scholarships/apply-scholarship-1690/download-the-catalog-pdf-version/
https://gcps-foundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/2021-Student-Additional-GCPS-Foundation-Scholarship-Opportunities-092220.pdf
https://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/myhome/gcpstv/videos/gcps/gcps-talks
http://gcps-communique.com/features-2/2020/11/9/gcps-tv-to-air-series-of-engaging-sessions-on-educational-equity
https://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/myhome/gcpstv/videos/gcps/gcps-talks
https://www.gcpsk12.org/Page/27205
https://anchor.fm/gcps-schools/episodes/S2-Episode-3-Gwinnett-County-Public-Schools--COVID-19-How-the-school-district-is-dealing-with-the-pandemic-elll9k/a-a3lvamr
https://anchor.fm/gcps-schools
https://open.spotify.com/show/5LBPW8w2Hotyym1PvSv6fA
https://music.youtube.com
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9hbmNob3IuZm0vcy9mYzNhNWM4L3BvZGNhc3QvcnNz
https://castbox.fm/channel/Teaching-Gwinnett-id2799921?country=us
https://overcast.fm/login
https://pca.st/5ba99azn
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/teaching-gwinnett/id1508533506
https://www.gcpsk12.org/
https://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/wcm/myconnect/f27f4b30-e8ce-4db0-b90f-f808179ad01d/2020-21-Parent-Portal-Flyer_FINAL-7-14-20.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&amp;CVID=ndSDlrU
https://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/wcm/myconnect/1de79728-3113-4d48-b590-99f7b3f2981d/2020-21-ParentVUE-App-Flyer-FINAL.eq.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&amp;CVID=nl7E1CK
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.FreeLance.ParentVUE&amp;hl=en_US&amp;gl=US
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/parentvue/id412054615
http://gcps-communique.com/features-2/2020/10/16/if-you-havent-registered-for-a-parent-portal-account-nows-the-time
https://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/wcm/myconnect/4d37babe-3f4a-4662-b45d-eed3623672c8/Parent-Portal-Registration-Form.eq.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&amp;CVID=njqoFj7

